
 

Measuring the donkeys at Eseltjiesrus  
Working with millimetres, centimetres and metres 

 
Donkeys, like horses, are measured in hands. One hand is 10 cm, which is more or less 
the width of an adult’s hand. Long ago people used to measure donkeys by putting 
one hand above the other from the ground up to the donkey’s withers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The table below shows the sizes of the donkeys at Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary in 
hands. Complete the table giving the sizes in cm, m and mm. The first one, and a few 
others, is done to help you. You can also use the information above to help you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Name of 
donkey 

Size of 
donkey in 
hands 

Size of 
donkey in 
cm 

Size of 
donkey in 
m 

Size of 
donkey in 
mm 

Beauty 8 hands 80 cm 0.80 m 800 mm 

Jaffie 9 hands    

Dinky 6 ½ hands  0,65 m  

Sheila 12 hands   1 200 mm 

Bella 7 ½ hands    

Eeyore 10 hands    

Blondie 13 hands  1.30 m  

Thabo 8 ½ hands    

Kit Kat 7 hands    

Andy 14 hands 140 cm   

  1 cm = 10 mm 
10 cm = 100 mm 
10 cm = 0.10 m 

10 cm 

Withers 

Grade 6: Data and measurement worksheet 
CAPS: Mathematics: Data handling: Collecting and organising data (T1)  

 
 


